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ease and was making far too little effort to improve
his position*- advice for which he was duly
thanked and duly forgiven, but which, it is hardly
necessary to add, was quickly forgotten.

Another* and potentially a deeper cause for
misgiving amongst the King's advisers at this
time, was his attitude towards religion. It is
not easy to realise now how much a man's, and
still more a king's, faith mattered then. If, for
instance, Charles had become a Roman Catholic,
he would have had France and Spain - the
strongest powers in western Europe - to support
him. But, by going over to Rome, he would
have closed, possibly for ever, the path to the
English throne. At this juncture when, as we
have seen, he was faced with penury and had
nowhere to lay his head, the temptation to do
so must have been acute. Moreover, his mother
and his sister Henrietta, of whom he was passion-
ately fond, were both good Catholics, and would
most willingly have drawn him over to their side.
Again, as Halifax was afterwards to remark:
" The ill-bred familiarity of the Scotch Divines
had given him a distaste of that part of the Pro-
testant religion. He was left then to the little
Remnant of the Church of England in the Faux-
bourg St. Germain; which made such a kind of
figure, as might easily be turn'd in such a manner